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Athletics:               
This week started off with high hopes but that quickly turned as 

the boys baseball team and the girls softball team both had their 

games canceled due to weather.  Luckily both games have been 

rescheduled for Friday April 23rd at 4pm in Hartford. 

Both varsity diamond teams played at home on Thursday 

against Centreville.  Both teams were defeated in the double 

headers but the teams showed improvement from the first 

game to the second game.  With the season just starting the 

Rangers will show improvement as the coaches had a chance to 

really detail their areas that need improved. 

The middle school track meet was also canceled due to weather but the event was completed on 

Thursday night.  When asked how the middle school track team did the coaches responded with a 

resounding “Awesome, we did awesome!”  The Rangers will be back in action Tuesday with a 5pm start.  

Field events start at 4:30pm 

The varsity track team traveled to Bloomingdale on Wednesday night and battled the elements. The 

Rangers lost to host Bloomingdale but defeated Bangor.  It was a tough night with the winds but the 

Rangers remained resilient and fought through the adverse weather. 

With the sporting event being held outside it is still important for our spectators to adhere to the state 

guidelines and keep their social distance and wear a mask when they cannot keep six feet apart.  The 

athletes have different requirements when in active play.   

Lastly, all the athletes have entered their second week of Covid testing and we are proud to say that all 

of our athletes have tested negative.  Our athletes need to stay steadfast and continue to use caution in 

their interactions with one another and other members of the public so as not to jeopardize their 

season. 

#RangerStrong 
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Cassopolis High School  

 1st Semester Honor Roll  

On Wednesday, March 24th, students who earned all A’s and 

A’s and B’s for 1st semester were honored with a special 

breakfast. Students on the A and A-B Honor Roll were sent letters to congratulate them and invite them 

to this special breakfast, which they then voted on the menu. In addition to the breakfast, students 

received certificated to commemorate their accomplishment for 1st Semester.  

A special thanks to our Food Service Director, Heather Rigby and her amazing team, for putting together 

a fantastic breakfast for 40 students. Those in attendance were not only appreciative of the special 

breakfast but they really enjoyed the menu items.  
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“A” Honor Roll: 
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Back Row (l/r): Blake Hartsell, Mikki Williams, Rachel Williams, Karlee Talbot, Aytanna Alford, Alexis 

Millirans, Taylor Herwick, Kaylea Cradolph, Zachary Friske, Tristan Westrate, Reese Williams, Annaleese 

Morse. Front Row (l/r): Ella Smith, Devin Hawkins, Paige Knepple, Hailey Hunsberger, and Lauren 

Anderson  

(Not pictured: Gabby Rowan, Abbiegaile Souers, Aaron Bealor, William Poitras, Casimir Smith, Layla 

True, Kailin Vanhphoumy, Elizabeth Vanhphoumy, Kendon Williams, Logan Pflug, Hayle Allen, Ryli Burks, 

Emily Carlisle, Megan Franks, Kenny May, and Angelina Wiseman) 

“A-B” Honor Roll:  

 

Back Row (l/r): Mya Young, Derria McNeal, Ben McCullin, Anthony Tharp, Jamie Smith, Grace Siverthorn, 

Ben Gillesby, and Cacy May. Front Row (l/r): Buster Ward and Quianna Murray 

(Not Pictured: Otto Reick IV, Gabirel Ruiz, Chase Scheunemann-Thomas, Courtney Sobieski, Caitlyn 

Steensma, Kennedy Brooks, Anthony Chanthavongsavath, RJ Drews, Justine Johansen, Thomas Tusin, 

Kennedy Westrate, Jadin Wolfe, Landon Jellison, Jin Mei Tusin, Brayden Westrate, Paris Sweet, Neelanh 

Vanhphoumy, and Malachi Ward)  

 

Testing:  

State testing began on April 12th and concluded April 15th with make-up testing occurring on April 27 and 

28th. To thank the students who tested (and staff who administered tests) for all their hard work, 
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patience, and long days, students and staff were surprised at lunch on Thursday (4/15) with ice cream 

sandwiches from their principal, Ms. Manno.  

 

Athletics:  

College Signings:  

On March 29th Caitlyn Steensma signed her letter of intent to play softball at Lake Michigan College next 

year. Congratulations, Caitlyn! 

 

(Caleb Steensma, Caitlyn Steensma, Lesley Steensma, and Aaron Steensma). 

On March 31st, Ben Gillesby, Robert “Buster” Ward, and William Westphal signed their letters of intent 

to run cross country at Southwestern Michigan College next year. 

 

Congratulations, Buster, William, and Ben! 



 

6 
 

State Bound:  

On Thursday, April 1st, the high school prepared William Westphal for a “State Send-off” as he would be 

traveling to Grand Rapids on Friday to compete at State for individuals in wrestling. William, his family, 

and coaches Chad and Reese Gardner were greeted by William’s fellow classmates as they were lined up 

along the sidewalk in the front of the school.  

 

William and his entourage were escorted to the legendary bell by members of the Ranger Band as they 

played a cadence and the Ranger Fight Song. It would be at the bell, where William would signify his 

journey to state for wrestling by executing the traditional “sounding of the bell.”
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(William with coaches Chad and Reese Gardner) 

 

(William with his parents Burt and Heidi Westphal.) 

 

While at state on April 3rd, William started his morning with a win (11-6) and then was off a round. In his 

second match, William lost (6-1), then pinned his next opponent, and then lost his next match (5-2).  For 

William’s last match, he would be wrestling for 7th (or 8th) place in state. And he WON!   
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A HUGE “Congratulations” to William (and his coaching staff) as William placed 7th Overall in State. What 

an incredible accomplishment, William! Ranger Strong! 

 

Golf                                                  

Coach Wernette has had more interest and participation in golf this year than in any other school year, 

in a very long time.  The interest this spring has been so high, that Coach Wernette is thinking about and 

looking into a girl’s golf team for next fall. This is awesome news!  

Good Luck Coach Wernette and members of the boy’s golf team this spring! 

 

Clubs: 

FFA  

Blue & Gold Virtual Leadership Contest 

Students recorded their contests in advance and submitted them to this independent leadership 

showcase.  
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Parliamentary Procedure State Contest  

 

  

 

 

Greenhand Initiation  

 

New high school members have been initiated into our chapter. Officers conducted the ceremony and 

the new Greenhand members were able to paint their hands onto the wall in the Ag Room.  
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State Convention Watch Party 

 

On Wednesday, April 21st, FFA students “attended” this year’s State Convention virtually. Sessions ran all 

week, but our FFA chapter chose to only attend the Wednesday sessions. Wednesday’s sessions includes 

a workshop with National FFA officers and the announcement of Mason Smego’s Greenhand Public 

Speaking results.  

 

Congratulations, Mason, on receiving a Gold award and 3rd place at state! Way to go, Mason! 
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National Honor Society  

 

NHS eligibility packets have been distributed to eligible Juniors. This Spring’s Induction Ceremony has 

been scheduled for Monday, May 24th.  
 

High School Student Senate 
 

Student Senate representatives have begun making plans for participation in the Cassopolis Memorial 

Day Parade.  Each class will create a float that exhibits the theme of Patriotism. More information will be 

pushed out to the students and staff (and parents) as we get closer to the event. Stay tuned!!  

 

 

Classrooms:  

 

AgLiterature 

 

Ag literature students are composing a solution for global food security. They are writing a paper with 

their recommendations and practicing growing food. Here is their first food produced - lettuce! They 

have also prepared the raised garden beds for planting.  

 

 
 

Animal Science and Vet Science 

 

Students are learning about animal reproduction and breeding. Mrs. Holderbaum and her students have 

partnered with Countryside Academy to begin breeding tilapia!  
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Algebra II 

 

Students in Mr. Westrate’s Alg.2 classes are working on solving quadratic equations in various ways 

(factoring, square root property, completing the square, and quadratic formula). To help the students 

understand the equations, they were broken up into groups and will be teaching Mr. Westrate (and 

their classmates) how to solve quadratic equations via each manner. “Student teachers” will then need 

to be prepared to answer questions from Mr. Westrate (and their classmates) on their thought process 

and other questions that may arise from how to solve equations using the method that was just 

presented.   

 

AP Literature 

 

Students in AP Literature are getting ready to take the AP test, and are finishing their independent 

creative projects.  In this third part of their independent reading, students have had a choice board 

where among other things they can choose to create a soundtrack for a character or for the whole 

novel, complete with lyrics and annotations.   Additionally, students are creating a Flipgrid designed as a 

promotional "video" to persuade the college board that their novel should be considered required 

reading for AP classrooms globally.   

 

Art: 

 

Ceramics 

Students in Mrs. Yakel’s Ceramics class have been working on answer this question:  

 "What is one thing that you would really like to make out of your clay this year?"   

 

Almost every student answered, "a coffee mug". With that being the answer, the in-person students 

were given the option to create their mug purely by hand or by using the Potter's Wheel.  Students just 

finished creating their coffee mugs and are now letting them dry for 6 days (until they are Bone Dry) so 

that they can be ready to “fire” in the Kiln.  Once the mugs are fired, student will glaze them and fire 

them again in the kiln one more time before they can be put on display and taken home.   
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Virtual students were able to bring their projects in to be fired if they wanted to but most of the 

students chose to reuse their clay for their next project.  Below, is a picture of projects that have been 

fired once, are glazed, and are waiting to be fired again.   

 

 
 

 

Painting in Public Spaces 

 

In Mrs. Yakel’s Painting in Public Spaces class, students have been working toward their 

Murals.  Students studied and practiced several different techniques that they are able to use when 

creating a large mural.  The techniques include the Grid Method, Projector, and Free Hand.  Students 

also learned about different types of paints and materials that they will need for their project.  Each 

student was tasked with researching the costs of the materials and colors of paint they will need to 

complete their project.  Mrs. Yakel then just placed an order to get all their paints and materials.  Both 

Mrs. Yakel and her students are very excited to get started with their murals.   

 

(Below) Student's using the Grid Method to enlarge a picture in preparation for mural.   
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Bonus Scenes:  Students showing their work in preparation for their mural.  How much will it cost? What 

should I charge my customer?  $15/square foot? 

 

 
 

 

Advanced Art:  

 

In Mrs. Yakel’s Advanced Art Class, students are working on their Puppet Project.  Students have been 

studying Jim Henson and the art of puppetry.  Mrs. Yakel has been pushing students to think outside the 

box on this project as they’ve learned new skills and have been asked to try new things!  Students 

learned how to sew and work with new materials.  After the students finish creating their puppets, they 

will design a stage with backdrops, and showcase their puppets by performing a written play. 

 

This project has helped students express themselves through a different form of art and Mrs. Yakel has 

seen an improvement in confidence and oral communication skills, as students continue to work their 

puppetry.   
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Band:  

Senior High Concert Band 

Students are currently working on the final stretch of MSBOA Festival preparation.  The Rangers will 

record "Badge of Honor March" and "The Lost Lady Found" and submit these performances for 

adjudication.  

 

Jazz Band 

With just under a month to go, the Ranger Jazz Band is working to polish both "Honk" and Groove 

Merchant" for their first-ever run at MSBOA State Jazz Festival.  The latter tune is providing the 

greatest challenge, and Mr. Keck’s rehearsals have been re-focused to ensure that his students will have 

it ready by May!  

 

Good Luck Rangers!!! 

 

BioChem:  

 

The students in BioChem have been learning about the periodic table, its elements, trends and 

bonding.  After mastering these skills, students chose an element to research and created their own 

element. Students are currently presenting their new element to their classmates.   

 

Kitani Apperson, presented her new element to her classmates. Kitani chose to present her element to 

her classmates using a project board instead of using technology.  
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 Current Issues and World Problems:  

 

Students in Mr. Wernette’s Current Issues and World Problems course have been researching styles and 

genres of various podcasts.  The goal is to create their own podcasts with multiple episodes in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Earth Physics 

Students in Earth Physics have been learning about landforms, the history of the formation of the Earth, 

weathering, erosion, human impacts on the earth and biogeochemical cycles.  Students were then told 

to choose a landform to focus on and then figure out how they wanted to present that landform to a 

Travel Company.  The goal for this project was to have the students convince the Travel Agency choose 

their product to highlight at their company as one of their “GO TO DESTINATIONS.”  
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Economics  

 

Students in Mrs. Westrate’s, Econ classes are currently working on a mini-Business Plan with an oral 

presentation called, "The Minnow Tank.” This project mirrors the “Shark Tank” but on a smaller 

scale.  Students have been working on their business plans and will then have to present and “pitch” 

their business plan to "investors" who will then evaluate the business plan.  

 

Reggie Hart, a student in Mrs. Westrate’s class has been working on his business plan of designer. Check 

out his jeans that he designed using bleach. Reggie was inspired to alter clothing with his partner in his 

business plan, to create “designer” jeans.  Way to go, Reggie!   
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20 
 

French 

 

French 1:   

Students are wrapping up their unit on food by working with a group to create a menu for a French 

restaurant (in French), as well as creating a skit (in French) where they will pretend, they are dining at 

their French restaurant. One student is the server, and the others are the clients. Students are currently 

rehearsing their skit and will be using Flipgrid to record it so that it can be shown to the class.  
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French 2  

 

 Students just wrapped up their travel unit by presenting their "trip" to a French speaking country. 

Students had to provide general information about the country, research major cities, popular 

attractions they can see and things they can do, (as well as the costs of traveling) and share that 

information with their class. Students were able to create a google slide presentation, a prezi, a poster, 

or a travel brochure. They presented this information in English, but then had to write three travel 

journals in French as if they really went on this trip.  

 

Brochure: 

 
 Prezi Presentation:  
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Geometry  

 

Students in Geometry are finishing up with their current project. Students were asked to create and 

design a city block, using various polygons, irregular polygons, rectangular prisms.  Students not only 

had to think like engineers, while showing their knowledge about polygons and prisms, but they got to 

use their creative sides to make their city block stand out and be unique from their classmates. Mr. 

Westrate’s students were also able to work on TinkerCad and make some 3D prints of their work for 

final presentation.   

 

The students are now on their last stage of the project and working on their reflections and translations 

of images in the cartesian plane.  Application of these concepts will be in short order such as deciding 

where to park in a parking lot when you and your friend have different locations to go to.  Student 

reflections will determine this phase of the project.  

 

The students have really enjoyed working on this project and designing their city block.  

 

Health:  

 

Students in Mr. Purlee’s health class have been researching the "Blue Zones" and their way of life.  After 

researching “Blue Zones,” student had to create a community plan, personal goal, family plan, and 

school initiative, inspired by the way of life in the "blue zones".  Below are a few examples.  
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Political and Social Issues Through Music: 

In Mrs. Westrate’s History Through Music class, students are working on allegorical music.  They are 

currently doing an analysis of Don McLean's "American Pie". Students will then apply the analysis 

process to their own choice of allegorical music and present their work to their classmates.  
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Humanities 9 
 

"How does government affect our lives?" 

 

Students have been researching National Parks in America.  Students looked into when various parks 

were preserved, what legislation preserved them and any recent action that has been 

passed/attempted. (fracking, pipelines, recent government shutdown, etc.). Students also looked at the 

reasons these places were preserved and their value to society.  Students made posters/displays of their 

chosen park or a digital version of their chosen park.  Below are some groups of students and their 

preserved park.  
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Up next, students will be starting a project on World War 1.  Students will be reading a novel that is 

written in the voices of two families from Michigan whose lives are forever affected.  Students will be 

examining voices of soldiers from World War I and constructing found poems, and other forms of poetry 

based on what they read and study.   
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Humanities 10:  

Students in Humanities 10 just finished their Entry Event for the final project for this year: "Just War."  In 

this project, students will learn about “just war” theory. They will learn about various wars/conflicts 

throughout modern world history and analyze whether or not they were "just" according to the theory. 

Students will then present in debate format and spectators will evaluate each debate and provide 

evidence for the decisions made. 

 

Spanish II 

Students are wrapping up a project on Indigenous Tribes next week.  The students have selected (by 

choice) a Latin American country and will research a particular tribe from that region.  Later, they will 

present their findings in digital format and through social media.  One of the goals of this project is to 

make contact with someone from that region. 

 

Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 

 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 

We would like to spotlight you and your accomplishments. In 
order to spotlight you, we would like you to answer the following 
questions and send a senior picture to Mrs. Brawley 
(bbrawley@cassopolis.org). We will be posting Senior Spotlights on 
social media beginning April 18, 2021.   

 

Questions: 

1. What are your plans for after high school? 
2. What accomplishment are you most proud of? 
3. What was your favorite school moment? 
4. Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 

 

 

 

MiSSG: Michigan Student Scholarships and Grants   

After completing the FAFSA, students must register for an account through the MiSSG - MiSSG Student 
Portal Login. This must be completed for any financial aid offered through the State of Michigan such as 
the Tuition Incentive Program (TIP), and should be completed by all students. They also have a 
scholarship search self-service tool that can be used to find scholarships. FAFSA deadline has been 
extended to  May 1!  

https://missg.guarantorsolutions.com/StudentPortal/Login
https://missg.guarantorsolutions.com/StudentPortal/Login
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State Assessments 

Make up testing for 11th grade students will take place: 

SAT- April 27 

ACT WorkKeys- April 28 

MSTEP-April 29 

 

Students who took the SAT on April 13th will be able to view their score on May 4th in their College 
Board account. After 10 days of the College Board receiving your scores they will be sent to the colleges 
you chose on your pre-id report. Go here to find out how to send scores. 

 

The Michigan Learning Channel 

Next week, the Michigan Learning Channel will show a variety of programming for middle and high 

school age students. On April 26 and 27, watch The Story of China in two parts. In this series, explore 

China’s early history with host Michael Wood as he joins a million people at a festival devoted to ancient 

gods, hear the tale of China’s bloodthirsty First Emperor, and travel the Silk Road to discover the brilliant 

Tang dynasty, and see the stunning achievements of two of China’s most brilliant dynasties: the Song, 

creators of a Chinese Renaissance, and the Ming, builders of the Great Wall and the Forbidden City. On 

Wednesday, April 28, meet two young immigrants who get purposefully arrested by Border Patrol and 

put in a shadowy for-profit detention center in POV: Infiltrators. To view the entire MLC schedule for the 

week of April 26, click here. 

 

Parent/Student Share 

A Message from Michigan’s Colleges & Universities to the Students in the Class of 2021 

 

Summer Program and Credit Recovery 

We are working on creating a summer program for students in our district. The project-based learning 
framework will be used to help students with learning loss in an inquiry-based, authentic and relevant 
way. We are excited to offer a non-traditional program for students to continue learning at grade-level 
and their instructional level. Students in grades 9-12 will have the opportunity to make up credits that 
will help them to stay on track towards graduation. As we continue to develop the program we will be 
pushing out more information. 

 

 

 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/sending-scores/how-to-send
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CDp9aQn58ssRu3GMQjrlREXn5BGM8Z5ov8L7lTMTE3s/edit#gid=1910219353
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tljutrly-ohkkjjlel-b/

